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whose most characteristic allophone is a voiced nasal continuant (Ferguson 1966 Although the phonology of the other dialects of Rotokas is largely undescribed, the Aita dialect is known to be less typologically unusual to the extent that it possesses nasal stops. 4 F&F offer (2) as the inventory of consonants for the Aita dialect (274).
(2) bilabial alveolar velar voiceless (stops) p t k voiced (nasals) m n ¥ This suggests that the voiced stops of Central Rotokas correspond to nasal stops in Aita. However, during recent fieldwork in Bougainville, the author had the opportunity to work with speakers of Aita Rotokas from the village of Kusi, and found that the phoneme inventory of Aita Rotokas includes both voiced and nasal stops.
A comparison of cognate items in the two dialects reveals that the nasal stops of Aita Rotokas systematically correspond to voiced stops in Central Rotokas, regardless of their position within the word. 5 This is illustrated in table 1. However, voiced stops in Central Rotokas do not always correspond to nasal stops in Aita Rotokas, as illustrated by the cognate forms in table 2, which are identical in form in the two dialects.
There is some allophonic variation in the realization of the consonants of Aita Rotokas. The voiceless alveolar fricative [s] appears to be an allophone of /t/, occurring exclusively before /i/. It was similarly analyzed for Central Rotokas by F&F. 6 There is also some free variation, principally in the voiced bilabial, which varies in its manner of articulation between a stop [b] and a fricative [] . The /d/ is chiefly realized as a flap. Minimal pairs illustrating the various consonant contrasts in word-initial position are provided in table 3.
No minimal pairs illustrating the contrast between /g/ and /¥/ were identified, but this is most likely a by-product of the small word list collected and the relative infrequency of these two consonants. (F&F:273 observe that in Central Rotokas the consonant /g/ also occurs infrequently.) Table 4 provides a revised inventory of the consonant phonemes found in Aita Rotokas.
3. We employ IPA symbols to represent the phonemes of Rotokas. F&F use non-IPA symbols in some instances; their /b/ and / r / correspond to our /b/ and /d/, respectively. Elsewhere, they use a practical orthography with "v" and "r". 4. The Aita dialect is-or was, in 1963, when it was last systematically surveyed-spoken in the villages of Bikuroin, Koibori, Kusi, Nupatoro, Osiwaipa, Owawaipa, Pokoia, Siribia, Tokai, Tsubiai, and Waiano (Allen and Hurd 1963). 5. Because the syllable template of both Central and Aita Rotokas is (C)V(V), and consonant clusters are not permitted, word-internal consonants are invariably intervocalic. 6. This generalization concerning /s/ no longer appears to be true of modern Central Rotokas, possibly due to language contact. There is now widespread bilingualism in Tok Pisin (NeoMelanesian), in which /s/ and /t/ are distinct phonemes, as reflected in various Tok Pisin loans now found in Rotokas-e.g., the minimal pair tisa "teacher" and sisa "scissors."
oceanic linguistics, vol. 45, no. 1
The inventory of vowel qualities in Aita Rotokas appears to be the same as that of Central Rotokas-namely, the same prototypical five-vowel system described for Central Rotokas in F&F. The various vowel quality contrasts in Aita Rotokas are illustrated by the word sets in (3-5). buuta 'time') were sought in Aita Rotokas, but none was found to carry over. Given the sound correspondences between the two dialects (cf. tables 1 and 2), the reconstruction of Proto-Rotokas appears to require the postulation of a sound change whereby nasality was lost in Central Rotokas (rather than acquired by Aita Rotokas). In other words, Aita Rotokas is conservative with respect to nasality, whereas Central Rotokas is innovative.
This finding represents one small piece in the larger puzzle of how the typologically unusual phonology of Central Rotokas evolved. A more complete understanding must await the collection of more data from the other dialects of Rotokas and from the other languages in the Rotokas family, which is still almost entirely undocumented.
